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MINUTES
South Carolina Real Estate Commission
Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building,
110 Centerview Drive, Columbia, South Carolina 29210
Wednesday, December 16, 2020 10:07 a.m.
Video/ Teleconference Meeting

Meeting Called to Order

Chair Lee called the meeting of the South Carolina Real Estate Commission to Order at 10:07
a.m. and announced the Public Notice of this Meeting had been properly posted at the S.C. Real
Estate Commission Website, and provided to all requesting persons, organizations, and news
media in compliance with Section 30-4-80 of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.
And in accordance with the Governors directive of Social Distancing; whereby, this Meeting
being held via Video/Teleconferencing.

Roll Call of Commission Members and Staff

Board members and Staff participating in the Video/Teleconference Meeting via WebEXx Platform
included:

Commission Members

Andy Lee — Chair - 3" Congressional District

David C. Lockwood, 111 -Vice Chair - 2™ Congressional District
Candace Pratt - 1% Congressional District

David Burnett - 4™ Congressional District

John Rinehart - 5" Congressional District

Janelle Mitchell - 6" Congressional District

W. Brown Bethune - 7" Congressional District

Wayne Poplin - At-Large Member

Johnathan Stackhouse - Public Member

Approval of Excused Absences

There were no absences to excuse.
Staff Members

Staff members participating during the meeting included Roderick Atkinson, Board
Administrator; Gina Sams, Administrative Assistant; Rodney Pigford, Office of Investigations
and Enforcement; Rowland Alston, Office of Disciplinary Counsel; Adam Russell and Kyle
Tennis with the Office of Advice Counsel.
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Approval of Agenda

MOTION
On the motion of Ms. Pratt, seconded by Mr. Lockwood, the Commission voted unanimously in
favor to approve the December 16, 2020 agenda as presented.

Approval of Minutes — November 18, 2020 Minutes

MOTION

On the motion of Mr. Lockwood seconded by Mr. Rinehart, the Commission voted unanimously
in favor to approve the Commission’s November 18, 2020, meeting minutes with correction to
line item 128 to strike or remove the word “their”, and the motion carried.

Chair’s Remarks— (Andy Lee)

Chair Lee forwent providing remarks; no action was taken.

Administrator’s Remarks — (Rod Atkinson)

Mr. Atkinson took a moment to acknowledge Investigator, Doc Smith as well as Chief
Investigator, Rodney Pigford and the entire investigative team for their level of
excellence of thoroughly investigating cases and moving through them in an expedient
manner.

2021 Proposed Meeting Dates

MOTION
On the motion of Ms. Pratt, seconded by Mr. Poplin, the Commission voted unanimously in favor
to approve the 2021 Proposed Meeting Dates as presented, and the motion carried.

IRC Report — 12/1/2020 — (Rodney Pigford)

For the Commission’s consideration of approval, Mr. Rodney Pigford with the Office of
Investigations and Enforcement presented the IRC Report from its December 2, 2020, meeting.
Mr. Pigford reported the IRC’s 35 recommendations, which consisted of 24 Dismissals, 1 Formal
Complaint, and 10 Letters of Caution.

MOTION
On the motion of Mr. Poplin, seconded by Ms. Pratt, the Commission voted unanimously in favor
to approve all categories of the December 1, 2020, IRC Meeting Report, and the motion passed.

Nickname Investigation Cases

Mr. Atkinson provided an explanation for this item being on the Agenda, which was to
update the Commission on this item being addressed once Advice Counsel, Gigi Lewis,
returns, after the beginning of the 2021 New Year. He reported the items to be worked
on would be to determine how to limit and restrict the nicknames as well as the language
to be placed on applications to register a nickname.
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Mr. Atkinson reported Staff were continuing to work on background checks for renewals,
which include the logistics and communications regarding this matter. He stated the goal
was to have a newsletter sent out either by the end of the year or the first of the coming
year; with hopes of getting more information out to help and prepare licensees in starting
the process in February in obtaining fingerprinting.

Mr. Atkinson explained there was a provision in the Licensing Law, which provides a
timeframe for investigations to be concluded. He reported the Office of Investigations
were holding several nickname based cases falling under this provision and they were
needing to be resolved.

Mr. Atkinson recognized Christa Bell, Assistant Deputy Director of Investigations and
Enforcement, to provide comments on the nickname cases, but stated they were
recommending dismissals or “Dismiss with Letters of Caution”. He stated consideration
had been given to the cases which only had a nickname issue, and there was not any
public harm present.

Ms. Bell provided comments on this matter, and explained the recommendation was for
those cases with only a with simple nickname issues and where no public harm had been
present to be given dismissals with a letter of explanation of the current Statue or Practice
Act, if not issuing Letters of Caution.

MOTION

Mr. Rinehart motioned to proceed with a letter of caution in keeping with the current policy of the
Commission in regards to the Nickname Cases brought with the recommendation from Staff with
a form of a letter of explanation.

Motion was not seconded, and did not carry.
Upon discussion the follow action was taken:

MOTION

Ms. Pratt motioned to process the Nickname Cases as recommended by Staff to place in a
folder until the Commission makes progress with handling they be brought back up for
processing or send to the IRC .

Upon discussions and clarification of there being a timeframe for this matter, the
following action was taken:

MOTION

Ms. Pratt motioned to amend her previous motion, to approve sending the Nickname
Cases to the IRC for processing. Mr. Lockwood seconded the amended motion, and the
Commission voted six in favor, one opposed and one abstained.

Commissioner Bethune opposed;
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Application Hearings

Amy Ellen Rice

Chair Lee called the Hearings to Order, confirmed there was a quorum of the Commission
present and stated these matter(s) were being held via teleconferencing with proper notice
given to the Applicant of this WebEx platform. Chair Lee questioned if there were any
members of the Commission who would have a reason to be recused from giving
consideration to the application. No request for recusal was made.

The Commission held the Application Hearing regarding Ms. Amy Ellen Rice’s application to
take the South Carolina Salesperson Examination. Ms. Rice appeared before the Commission
where her identity was affirmed by the Court Reporter via Government Issued ID. Ms. Rice
confirmed she would waive her right to legal counsel, and confirmed there were witness
testimony to be presented, by Ms. Josephine Olson, and Ms. Laura McMahon-Sampson. Both
witnesses were further sworn in, and thereafter, presented their testimony to the Commission.

Executive Session- 11:10 a.m.- 11:36 a.m.

MOTION

On the motion of Ms. Pratt, seconded by Mr. Rinehart, the Commission voted unanimously in
favor to enter into Executive Session to receive legal advice. The Commission convened for
Executive Session at 11: 10 a.m.

MOTION

On the motion of Ms. Pratt, seconded by Ms. Mitchell, the Commission voted unanimously to
come out of Executive Session where legal advice was received, and where no actions were
taken. The Commission reconvened from Excusive Session at 11:36 a.m.

MOTION
Mr. Rinehart motioned to approve Ms. Amy Ellen Rice’s application to take the South Carolina
Salesperson Examination with the condition of all requirements of her probation being met.

The motion was not seconded, and failed to pass.

MOTION

Ms. Pratt motioned to approve Ms. Amy Ellen Rice’s application to take the South Carolina
Salesperson Examination.

Upon discussion the motion was not seconded and failed to pass.

MOTION

On the motion of Mr. Lockwood, seconded by Ms. Pratt, the Commission voted to approve Ms.
Amy Ellen Rice’s application to take the South Carolina Salesperson Examination and upon
passage of the exam and issuance of a license, Ms. Rice would be placed on suspension
immediately stayed with probation until completing the condition of her criminal penalties and
probation. With a vote of four in favor and two opposed, the motion passed.

Commissioners Burnett and Mitchell opposed the motion.

RECESS- Convened at 11:50 a.m.
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Chair Lee called for a 10 minute break.

RECESS- Reconvened at 12:02 p.m.
Chair Lee called the meeting back to Order.

Georgianna Gillard

The Commission held the Application Hearing regarding Ms. Georgianna Gillard’s application to
take the South Carolina Property Manager Examination. Ms. Gillard appeared before the
Commission where her identity was affirmed by the Court Reporter via Government Issued ID.
Ms. Gillard confirmed she would waive her right to legal counsel, and confirmed there were
witness testimony to be presented, by Ms. Hope Fuller, The witness was further sworn in, and
thereafter, presented her testimony to the Commission.

MOTION

Mr. Lockwood motioned to deny Ms. Georgianna Gillard’s application to take the South Carolina
Property Manager Examination, Mr. Rinehart seconded the motion, and the Commission voted
seven in favor, and one opposed to the motion; the motion passed.

Commissioner Poplin opposed the motion.
Jacob Bennett

The Commission held the Application Hearing regarding Mr. Jacob Bennett’s application to take
the South Carolina Salesperson Examination. Mr. Bennett appeared before the Commission
where his identity was affirmed by the Court Reporter via Government Issued ID. Mr. Bennett
confirmed he would waive his right to legal counsel, and confirmed there was witness testimony
to be presented, by the applicant’s step-father, Mr. William Mote. The witness was further sworn
in, and thereafter, presented his testimony to the Commission.

MOTION

Mr. Bethune motioned to approve Mr. Jacob Bennett’s application to take the South Carolina
Salesperson Examination, Mr. Poplin seconded the motion, and the Commission voted five in
favor and two opposed to the motion, and the motion passed.

Commissioners Mitchell and Stackhouse opposed the motion.
Ruslan Roberts

The Commission held the Application Hearing regarding Mr. Ruslan Roberts’s application to
take the South Carolina Salesperson Examination. Mr. Roberts appeared before the Commission
where his identity was affirmed by the Court Reporter via Government Issued ID. Mr. Roberts
confirmed he would waive his right to legal counsel, and confirmed there would not be any
witness testimony to be presented.

MOTION

Mr. Bethune motioned to approve Mr. Ruslan Roberts’s application to take the South Carolina
Salesperson Examination, Ms. Mitchell seconded the motion, and the Commission voted seven in
favor and one opposed to the motion; and the motion passed.
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Commissioner Lockwood opposed the motion.
Bill Markell Wesley

The Commission held the Application Hearing regarding Mr. Bill Markell Wesley’s application
to take the South Carolina Salesperson Examination. Mr. Wesley appeared before the
Commission where his identity was affirmed by the Court Reporter via Government Issued ID.
Mr. Wesley confirmed he would waive his right to legal counsel, and confirmed there would not
be any witness testimony to be presented.

MOTION

Ms. Mitchell motioned to approve Mr. Bill Markell Wesley’s application to take the South
Carolina Salesperson Examination, Mr. Rinehart seconded the motion, and the Commission voted
seven in favor and with there being none opposed, the motion passed.

RECESS- Convened at 1:05 p.m.
Chair Lee called for a lunch break.

RECESS- Convened at.2:02 p.m.
Chair Lee called the meeting back to Order.

Angela Lynnese Dogan
Was not present.

Brandon Baker

The Commission held the Application Hearing regarding Mr. Brandon Baker’s application to take
the South Carolina Salesperson Examination. Mr. Baker appeared before the Commission where
his identity was affirmed by the Court Reporter via Government Issued ID. Mr. Baker confirmed
he would waive his right to legal counsel, and confirmed there would not be any witness
testimony to be presented.

Executive Session- Convened 2:16 p.m.

MOTION
On the motion of Mr. Bethune, seconded by Ms. Mitchell, the Commission voted unanimously to
enter into Executive Session for the purpose of receiving legal advice.

Executive Session- Reconvened 2:31 p.m.

MOTION
On the motion of Mr. Lockwood, seconded by Ms. Pratt, the Commission voted unanimously to
exit from Executive Session were legal advice was received and no actions were taken.

MOTION

Mr. Bethune motioned to deny Mr. Brandon Baker’s application to take the South Carolina
Salesperson Examination, Mr. Rinehart seconded the motion, and the Commission voted six in
favor and one abstention to the motion.

Commissioner Stackhouse abstained.
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John Scott Mullikin

The Commission held the Application Hearing regarding Mr. Mullikin’s application to take the
South Carolina Salesperson Examination. Mr. Mullikin appeared before the Commission where
his identity was affirmed by the Court Reporter via Government Issued ID. Mr. Mullikin
confirmed he would waive his right to legal counsel, and confirmed there would not be any
witness testimony to be presented.

MOTION

Mr. Lockwood motioned to approve Mr. John Scott Mullikin’s application to take the South
Carolina Salesperson Examination, Mr. Stackhouse seconded the motion, and the Commission
voted unanimously in favor of the motion, and the motion passed.

Rodney Conway

The Commission held the Application Hearing regarding Mr. Rodney Conway’s application to
take the South Carolina Salesperson Examination. Mr. Conway appeared before the Commission
where his identity was affirmed by the Court Reporter via Government Issued ID. Mr. Conway
confirmed he would waive his right to legal counsel, and confirmed there would not be any
witness testimony to be presented.

MOTION

Mr. Rinehart motioned to approve Mr. Rodney Conway’s application to take the South Carolina
Salesperson Examination, Ms. Mitchell seconded the motion, and the Commission voted seven in
favor of the motion and with there being no opposition, the motion passed.

Jermaine Vereen

The Commission held the Application Hearing regarding Mr. Jermaine Vereen’s application to
take the South Carolina Salesperson Examination. Mr. Conway appeared before the Commission
where his identity was affirmed by the Court Reporter via Government Issued ID. Mr. Vereen
confirmed he would waive his right to legal counsel, and confirmed there would not be any
witness testimony to be presented.

Executive Session- Convened 3:21 p.m.

MOTION
On the motion of Mr. Lockwood, seconded by Ms. Pratt, the Commission voted unanimously in
favor to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of receiving legal advice.

Executive Session- Reconvened 3:44 p.m.

MOTION
On the motion of Mr. Lockwood, seconded by Mr. Rinehart, the Commission voted unanimously
in favor to exit from Executive Session were legal advice was received and no actions were taken.

MOTION

Mr. Lockwood motioned to deny Mr. Jermaine Vereen’s application to take the South Carolina
Salesperson Examination, Mr. Poplin seconded the motion, and the Commission voted seven in
favor, none opposed and the motion passed.
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Executive Session
Executive Session was not needed.

Public Comments
There were no comments received.

Adjournment

MOTION
On the motion of Mr. Lockwood, seconded by Ms. Pratt, the Commission voted unanimously in
favor to adjourn. Time of Adjournment was at 3:45 p.m.



